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The Fate of Sylhet in Partitions
and the Referendum in 1947

Mokbul Hussain Laskq,

Abstract

The British rule in India was a curious amalgam of contradicting policies. It had
set into motion different parallel forces in the form of religion, ethnic
communities, caste and kinship group: The introduction of quasi- parliamentary
institution and gradual devolution of power by the British government created
rivalry among these groups for holding office. The partition of India was the
ultimate result of this rivalry and India is not yet free from this disease.

Sylhet, a district now situated in independent Bangladesh was the subject of
divisive politics during the colonial period. The fate of this district first changed
in 1874 when it was separated from Bengal and added to Assam, the newly
created chief commissioner province. Again in 1905, the district got its position
in a new province called Eastern Bengal and Assam which was absolutely created
by the British government to materialise the divide and rule policy. After the
annulment of the partition of Bengal, the province Eastern Bengal and Assam
ceased to exist and the fate of Sylhet again tested by joining the district with
Assam. The separation and inclusion of the district with Assam vitiated the
atmosphere. The emergency of the two- nation theory further worsened the
situation. The Muslims of Sylhet who were on political ground consistentl}'
opposed the separation of the district from Assam since 1928, now reversed their
position. Along with their co- religionists the Muslims of Sylhet favou®
partition and inclusion of Sylhet in Pakistan. They were supported by schedul®
caste leaders. But in general, the Hindus of Sylhet who were for decades, agitale
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for areunion with Bengal now clung to Assam. They were supported by Jamiat-
{ |- L lema Hind. The Assamese aspiration was to get rid of Sylhet permanently
and carve out hmguistically and culturally a more homogenous province. Under
wh arcumstances, the Sylhet referendum sealed the fate of Sylhet.

in this paper an attempt has been made to discuss how the colonial policy of
dnvide and rule worked in the matter of Sylhet and created a separatist mindset
which amply reflected in the Sylhet referendum.

| =

Historical Background of the Separation of Sylhet

Sylhet was onginally attached with Bengal Presidency. Due to British policy
of conquest and annexation, the Bengal Presidency as an administrative unit
nereased its size from Sutlej in the Northwest to Assam in the Northeast and
Arakan in the Southeast. It was too big a province to be administered on those
days when transport and communication system was primitive in nature. The
necessity for reducing the size of Bengal Presidency first felt during the time of
Onssa famime in 1866. In 1874, Assam was separated from Bengal Presidency
and 1t was declared a chief commissioner province with its capital at Shillong.
Significantly, three Bengali speaking areas namely Sylhet, Goalpara and Cachar
were added to newly constituted Chief Commissioner Province of Assam on the
grounds of financial viability. At this stage, the decision behind the separation of
Svlhet from Bengal Presidency and its incorporation to Assam was taken to
safeguard the interest of Assam rather than weakening Bengal. As soon as the
Government announced the transfer of Sylhet, both Hindus and Muslims of the
distnet protested against this move of Government.

On August 10 1874, a memorandum signed by prominent Muslim leaders
of Surma Valley Hamid Bakht Majumdar and others submitted to the Governor
General, on behalf of the people of Sylhet protesting against the transfer and
opposing amalgamation with Assamese people with whom they had no affinities
either social or linguistic.' The main reason behind this protest was that the people
of Svlhet started to believe that the laws and institutions existed in Sylhet for a
long time would now be changed due to the influence of the Assamese people.
Their protest drew attention of eminent personalities like Sir Henry Cotton, as a
president of a Conference held at Calcutta on January 11 1905 he supported the
incorporation of Sylhet and Cachar to Bengal on linguistic ground.” In spite of
the strong protest of the people of Sylhet, the Government remained unmoved.
But the government assured that no change would be effected in the laws and
nstitutions of Sylhet. The Government also made it clear that no change would
be made in the judicial svstem and the character of land settlement and its tenure.
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Development of Separatist Mindset
artition of Bengal in 1905 again changed the fate of Sylhet The

The p - : :
partition was mainly a divisive politics played b){ .colomal authority ang i Wag
communal in nature. The real motive behind partition of Bengal was tq spli

and thereby weaken a solid body of opponent.

The Memorandum of Lord Minto on February 5 1906 and the RCSOIution
of October 1906 of Sir Lancelot Hare clearly indicates that through the Partitiop
of Bengal the colonial authority tried to displace Fhe Bengali bhadralo, the
landowner, moneylender and clerical class belonging mostly to Hindy upper
caste.’ Lord Curzon believed that the monopolization of zamindari, bureaucracy
and clerical sector by the upper caste Hindus was the main source of their politica|
consciousness as well as power. Lord Curzon took the advantage of the situation,
It was pointed out that Muslim dominated Eastern Bengal which was
overwhelmingly rural in character and about 90% people belong to agriculture ang
law service group. This group captured attention of colonial rulers and motivateq
the Muslims of Eastern Bengal against the Hindus. Lord Curzon in his Dakhs
speech in 1904 motivated the Muslims of Eastern Bengal by arguing that the
Muslims in the newly created Eastern Bengal would enjoy 2 unity and privilege
which they never enjoyed since the days of the old Muslim rule. Fuller, the first
Lieutenant Governor of the newly created Eastern Bengal and Assam announced
that the Muslims would be the favoured community in the new province. In this
way a separatist mindset was planted by the colonial rulers.

The union of Sylhet to Eastern Bengal and Assam fulfilled the long cherish
demand of the people of Sylhet. But the annulment of the partition of Bengal
again changed the fate of Sylhet and brought it back to Assam. The separation
of Sylhet from Bengal, for the second time, created great discontent. The people
of Sylhet both from rural areas and urban areas protested this move of the
Government. Number of Memorandums signed by public representatives and
prominent citizens were submitted to the Governor General Lord Hardinge. The
eminent Muslim leaders of the Surma Valley relentlessly tried to convince the
authority in favour of their demand. The leaders of the Eastern Bengal
Muhammedan Association like Nawab Bahadur Salimullah of Dakha and Nawab
Sir Samsul Huda strongly supported the reunion of Sylhet with Bengal. The
people of Assam also supported the separation of Sylhet from Assam. A meeting
of the Jorhat Sarvajanik Sabha passed a resolution for the separation of Sylhe!
from Assam. The matter was taken up by both Assamese newspapers and Bengal
newspapers. Bengali newspapers of Surma Valley and Assamese newspapers of
Brahmaputra Valley support the separation of Sylhet from Assam.
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The people of Assam and Surma Valley Muslims were aware about their
status generated after the incorporation of Sylhet to Assam. The Assamese people
wanted to exclude Sylhet from Assam to protect their ethnic identity. On the other
hand the Muslims of Sylhet very much conscious about their majority status in
Bengal. The colonial authority successfully developed the feelings of ethnic
identity as well as communalism. Under the Presidentship of Abdul Majid, the
president of Anjuman-e-Islamia, a public meeting held on April 15 1912 and it
was demanded to transfer of Sylhet from Assam to Bengal immediately.* Under
the presidentship of Samsl Huda another meeting was held in Dakha and a
resolution was passed demanding the re- amalgamation of Sylhet with Bengal .’

To accelerate the movement for transfer of Sylhet to Bengal, a Sylhet -
Bengal Reunion League was formed. The most prominent and title holder leaders,
zamindars of the district like Khan Bahadur Muhammad Bakht Majumder, Khan
Bahadur Alauddin Ahmed Choudhury, Rai Bahadur Nagendra Nath Choudhury,
Basanta Kumar Das and Brajendra Narayan Choudhury were the leading figures
of the League. They decided to send a delegation to the Viceroy on his
forthcoming visit to Assam. The Sylheti people living in Calcutta supported the
reunion movement. When the movement gathering strength, then tea plantars
urged the Government if Sylhet was transferred back to Bengal then tea district
cachar would be separated from Sylhet which would cause great inconvenience
to the plantar of both Cachar and Sylhet. The planters demanded that the
Government should consult with local tea association before taking any decision.
Meanwhile, the Surma Valley conference adopted a non-cooperation resolution
and as a result the proposed delegation was cancelled and the Sylhet Bengal
Reunion League was dissolved.

The Muslims of Sylhet under the leadership of Alauddin Ahmed Chaudhary,
Abdul Hamid, Abdul Rahim Choudhary and Abdul Majid representing various
Muslim associations continued camping for the reunion of Sylhet with Bengal.
Abdul Majid wrote to the Nawab of Dhaka that the modification of partition in
uttar disregard of Muslim feelings had been a good slap to us and if the Muslims
of Sylhet were to be cut off from Bengal for good it will crown our misery.®
Brajendra Narayan Choudhury, a Swarajist of Surma Valley moved a resolution
in the Assam Legislative Assembly in 1924 demanding the reunion of Sylhet with
Bengal. Later on, the proposal was amended to include Cachar also and ultimately
carried by twenty two votes to eighteen. The debate clearly showed valley
divergence and opposite attitude of the Hindus and Muslims for which colonial
authority waiting. Brajendra Narayan Choudhury taking part of the debate justified
the transfer of Sylhet arguing that Sylhet people found Assam unsuitable for a
Public life, He pointed out that the people of both Valleys had failed to develop
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d common attitude of action in different matters of public ?nterest. He ¢q
the occupation of Sylhet district by Assam with the occupation of Alsace L0fraine
by Germany. Abdul Hamid a member of Surma Vglley dema}nded rearrangement
of the boundaries on a linguistic and racial basis a.nd mainly focugeg on he
homogenity. He pointed out the benefits of the Musllms by arguing “[¢ under ,
regime of Swaraj, Muhammedan can stand on their own legs, Muhammedan -
effectively safeguard their rights and privileges. Of course yoy cannot ag) the
Mohammedans to relinquish such a good position in Bengal and to remain jp 5,
administrative unit where their representatives will be in a minority and even wig,
the adventitious aid of the planting members perhaps they will not be i 2 Positiop
to defeat a combination of Hindu brethren®”’

Mpare

Khan Behadur Alauddin Ahmed Choudhury was a Supporter of Sylhet’s
reunion with Bengal. But he changed his view

Chief Commissioner Sir Nicholas Dadd Beatson
if Sylhet went to Bengal then rest of Assam would
According to him, “Not a single cry has come fro
I am aware, there has been no systematic move

in 1920 after meeting with the
Bell. He admitteq the fact that
be failed to maintain itg Statug.
m Bengal in our aid. As far as
ment from Bengal to take us in
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15 a province. The resolution was passed by 26 to 11 votes. After passing the
resolution protest movement started in different parts to oppose the transfer.
people arranged meetings and number of telegram send to the Government by
opposing the transfer. Anjuman-e-Islamia passed a resolution opposing the transfer
on February 2, 1926. The Surma Valley Politjcal Conference supported the
wansfer of Sylhet but rejected the transfer of Cachar. Opposing the transfer,
another resolution was moved in Surma Valley Muslim Conference by
Viuhammad Bhakt Mazumder in September 1928, The move was supported buy
Muslim Student Association and Anjuman-e-Islamia.

The British Government in India observed that the inevitable has happened
as they desired and decided to reopen the issue in the Council. Muhammad Bhakt
Majumder moved a resolution and pointed out that the people of Cachar and
Svlhet were against the reunion with Bengal and also focused that the Muslims
of Sylhet had better prospects in Assam. The British Government was aware of
the communal politics revolving round the issue of transfer and made the way for
its furtherance. The Government declared until and unless the disunity between

the Hindus and Muslims disappeared, the authority would not affect any change
in the existing territorial arrangement.

Towards Partition and Sylhet Referendum

After the Lahore Resolution on March 23 1940, partition of India became
the official objective of the Muslim League. The League outlined the basic
principles of division. The areas in which the Muslims are numerically superior
like the North Western and North Eastern zone of India would be demarcated to
constitute independent state for the Muslims. The absence of a clear definition
of the proposed independent state as well as it’s geographical location motivated
the Muslims inhabited in different parts of the country. Assam Provincial Muslim
League passed a resolution in January 1941 and it resolved “to whole- heatedly
support the Pakistan scheme as adopted by the Lahore Conference of the All India
Muslim League”.® As the seeds of communalism grew up, every aspect of
political, economic, social and cultural activities were interpreted communally.

The Hindus, Muslims and other ethnic groups were interested to look after the
nterest of their respective communities.

At first Mohammad Ali Jinnah hesitated to raise the demand for the
incorporation of Assam into the Eastern wing of Pakistan. He was not well
informed about the population pattern of the North Eastern parts of India.
However in 1944, he clearly demanded the whole of Assam to be incorporated
With Pakistan, The visit of Mohammad Ali Jinnah to Assam in March 1946 gave
A New town to the demand.'”. In this visit Jinnah toured Sylhet and declared

| .
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Muslim League claimed the whole of Assam as a province of Pakista, 20n

Mahmud Ali, the Secretary of Assam Provincial Muslim Leaglfe led depuy %
to Muhammad Ali Jinnah in 1946. Jinnah assured the delegation ang g, , -0n

. » aid, “]
you young man, nothing short of Assam shall satisfy me”."" te)

The Lahore Resolution gave a new turm to reunion movement of g
Bengal. The Hindus of Sylhet who had all along bgen demanding the transfe, Of
Sylhet to Bengal now change their mindset and decided to remain i Assam
reason behind this changing attitude was that the Hindus of Syl|het we
about their minority status in the proposed Eastern wing of Pakistan_ On the Othey
hand, the Muslims of Sylhet who were on political ground constantly oppoge the
reunion of Sylhet with Bengal since 1928 now reversed theijr Positiop,
Contradictory to the situation, Jamiat ul ulama Hind under the leadership o
Husain Ahmad Madani did not support the idea of Pakistan and tried to convinge
the Muslims of Sylhet to remain with Assam. But at this juncture the impact of
Jamiat Ul Ulema on the Muslim masses of Sylhet was negligible. Jamiat hog
strong hold in South Sylhet and North Sylhet. Jamiat candidates own against the
Muslim League candidates in these two constituencies in the election of 1946. Byt

this victory could not be over emphasized because these had about only fi
thousand Muslim votes.

Ylhet With

4

fteen

The Mountbatten Plan belied all hopes for a united India. As far as Assan
was concerned, the Mountbatten Plan decided, “Though Assam is predominantly
a non Muslim province, the district of Sylhet which is contiguous to Bengal is
predominantly Muslim. There has been a demand that in the event of the partition
of Bengal, Sylhet should be amalgamated to East Bengal. Should Bengal be
partitioned, Mountbatten said, a referendum will be held in Sylhet district under
the aegis of the Governor General and in consultation with the Assam provisional
Government to decide whether the district of Sylhet should continue to form part
of the Assam Province or should be amalgamated with the new province of
Eastern Bengal, if that province agrees. [f the referendum results in favour of
amalgamation with Eastern Bengal, a Boundary Commission with terms of
reference to those for the Punjab and Bengal will be set up to demarcate the
Muslim majority areas of Sylhet district and contiguous Muslim majority areas
of adjoining districts, which will then the transfer to Eastern Bengal. The rest of

Assam Province will in any case continye to participate in the proceedings of th®
existing Constituent Assembly.”'2

National leaders of Jamiat U] Ule
Abdul Hasan Siddiki,

Mahmud Ali, Hurmat A
Jalil, Ahmed Ali to co

| ma Hind like Mufti Muhammad Nacer
Sahid Fakri worked hard along with local leaders I

li Barlaskar, Ibrahim Ali Choudhary, Abdul Rashid, Abdt‘,'sl
nvince the Muslim voters to cast their votes for Sylhe
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retention in Assam. They considered the Muslim League as un- Islamic in the
name of Islam. They offered prayers with tears in their eyes for Sylhet’s retention
in India and urged the people that the idea of farming Pakistan as un-Islamic. They
also condemned the hooliganism of the League volunteers and expressed their
view that Sylhet would remain in Assam if the voters are allowed to cast their
yotes freely.

The Assamese Hindu people wanted to get rid of Sylhet by separating the
district from Assam. Jagadish Chandra Medhi, an advocate of Guwahati and ex-
member of All India Congress Committee said, “The efforts for keeping the two
communities together having failed and the principle of separation having been
accepted, it was to the interest of both parties that all Muslim areas should be
allowed to be included in Pakistan and in the same way all Hindu areas in
Hindustan. Sylhet being the Muslim area rightly falls under Pakistan. Indeed there
was hardly any necessity for referendum. It was proper on our part when Mr.
Jinnah demanded Sylhet in Pakistan to support it forthwith. By demanding
referendum, we have unnecessarily complicated the matter”'?

There was a fear among the Assamese Hindus that the Muslim majority of
the Sylhet caused apprehensions about a future tilt in the Muslim population of
Assam in the foreseeable future. So the separation of Sylhet was justified on the
ground for further unity by dividing the most amicably and on a logical basis. The
Hindus of Sylhet were seeking help and assurance from the Congress leaders both
at provincial level and central level. Purnendu Kishore Sengupta, in a long letter
to Sardar Patel on June 17 1947 asserted that in the election of 1946 about 26%
of the Muslim votes of the district went in favour of the Nationalist Muslims. He
also pointed out that total Hindu votes along with that percentage of Muslim votes
had shown Sylhet’s verdict against the idea of Pakistan. He expressed fear that
due to the pressure of Muslim League, the nationalist Muslims would not be able
to cast their votes and urged upon the Government to maintain law and order. R.N.
Choudhury also complained to Sardar Patel about Muslim fanaticism. He was of
the view that referendum was ill-timed and that Sylhet people were against the
referendum. Sardar Patel was well aware about the peculiar position of Sylhet,
about the composition of its population and made it clear that it was impossible
10 escape from the referendum. According to him the future of Sylhet lies in the
hands of jts own inhabitants and outsiders had very little role to play in it. He
asserted that if the local leaders properly organised the opinion of the people, the
verdict of Sylhet would be on the right lines. Referring to the statement of
Gopinath Bardoli, the Amrita Bazar Patrika of July 1, 1947 quoted the Congress
President as, “whatever doubts the people of Sylhet might previously have about
their rightful place in the province should now be dispelled”. But considering the

.
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¢ Assamese H indus, such assurance were ”Olhing

Ihet was asked to fight a lone battle. The ro), it
f Sylhet referendum also questioned op the

grounds that about fifty thousand non- Muslim votel: Emccil ld ! :::) "aeglstercd Vol'crs
were excluded on the eve of referendum and the leaders did not pay any attenj,,,
to meet the situation. On July 4 1947, two days before Fhe re‘feredem
Basanta Kumar Das and Akshay Kumar Das, the member of the Constityep
Assembly send a telegram to the British Prime Minister Cle'ment Attlee by stating,
“Reference Sylhet referendum Tea garden labourers sett!ed in Es}ates are §xcluded
from voting. There is unrest in the Estates and the s:tu?tlon is explosnYe. The
labourers are demanding repartition to Bihar. The Anti- Pakistan feelings of
Biharies caused Bihar massacres. We demand weightage to pro- Assam voters i
proportion to two to thirty one. There are two lakhs tea garden labour.ers against
the total district population of 31 lakhs. Weightage will save the situation”«
Surprisingly, Gopinath Bardoli persuaded the matter after the referendum. Op
July 20, 1947 he requested Sardar Patel to discuss the matter with Viceroy and
to take necessary steps to include them in the electoral rolls. Obviously, it was
too late to deal with the matter.

development and feelings of th
but perfunctory. In practice, Sy
Assam Congress on the matter 0

The Muslim League successfully exploited the anti- Hindu feelings of
schedule caste. It was pointed out that the schedule caste people were suppressed
by upper caste Hindu. They were not equally treated and deprived from their rights
and privileges. The Muslim League leaders assured the schedule caste people that
they would be given a secure place in Pakistan and their rights and privileges
would be protected. To prove its sincerity, the Muslim League nominated
Nagendra Nath Mandel of Dhubri to the Interim Cabinet. Prasanna Kumar Das,
a schedule caste leader of Bengal motivated his community in Sylhet to “join
hands with Muslims who were going to create a State of the have nots by the have
nots and for the have nots”' The Muslim League played very dominant role in
Sylhet referendum. The League had an initial advantage due to its victory in the
election of 1946. The election had been fought on the issue of Pakistan and
Mus.lim League won seventeen seats out of nineteen seats allotted to Sylhet.
Jamn'at-'Ul- Ulema Hind registered its victory in the remaining two seats. The
s of e P e Y1 pided andsppored
Muslim press. The influential le:§ N fLeague, Other. Muslim organisations i
Habibullah Bahar, H.5, S.be €rs from Bengal like Maulana Akaram thn.

,» H.S. wardy, Sahamsudin Ahmed, Muazzam Uddin,
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the reports of Star of India published

volunteers were engaged in the referen;?mj.ullg tZlelir9 iz;:bi(:lm f;]

fike peO_Ple .Of Sylhet receiving step motherly attitude fror‘r)l Ags’ ebelamed o
They highlighted, by introducing Line system how the GOVZ";:‘ OVme_em'
them from the x?atural resources of Assam. A radical slogan of thenrlne'rll'tt g
larke lange Pakistan was most conspicuous in Sylhet.'® As the schedlull:cri1 tdizlﬁ'

réferc'endum.which was' 6 and 7 July came closer different new issues were
highlighted in the camping to attract the voters.

fteen thousand

On the eve of the election of 1946, the total population of Sylhet was
31,16,602 but the electorate constituted by 5,61,260 persons. This electorate was
the basis of voting in the referendum in 1947. Out of 5,61,260 voters, 3,11,733
were Muslims and 2,49,527 Hindus i.e., the Muslims had a majority ’of,62,,206
voters. About 1,66,750 tea labourers were excluded from consideration. Despite
a tense situation, 77.33% people cast their votes. The results were declared on 14
July, 2,39,619 voters (56.6%) opted for Pakistan while 1,84,041 (43.4%) voted
for an undivided Assam within India.'” The victory was celebrated by the Muslims
of Surma Valley.

But even after the referendum the atmosphere was vitiated by complaints and
counter complaints of the leaders. There was a complaint that the officer in charge
of printing the ballot paper at the Government press in Shillong had his moral
support in favour of Pakistan. So, he managed to print a number of excess ballot
papers and these were given to Pro- Pakistan element of Sylhet. A deputation from
Sylhet consisting of Arun Kumar Chanda, Khan Bahadur Mahmud Alj, J. Santa,
G.L. Das Choudhury and Ananga Mohan Das meet Mahatma Gandhi and
Rajendra Prasad and informed them about various irregularities and illegalities
tainted the referendum. With evidence, they brought to the notice of central level
leaders that fourteen thousand Muslims were included in the voters’ list
though they had died two years earlier. Arun Kumar Chanda tried to convince the
leaders about the illegalities and said, “nobody can predict the result of the Sylhet
referendum. But whichever party wins, I must say that the referc?nd.um was n,czt8
fair to the major section of the people who desire Sylhet to remain in Assam
But their objections were turn down on the gr ound that any irregularities that
took place in the referendum could not materially affect the result.

To conclude, it can be said that “divide and rule"’ policy of the Brmshl
successfully worked In the matter of Sylhet. T.h.e policy led trie 52:2:;;1:;;
vulnerability of the Hindus and Muslims. The Brltlsh Goyc_ernr'nen ;he s
developed these two communities as separate u'nilts of mobll.lsat:jm;.ma e
manipulation and the tempting prospects of pplltlco-economLc a evfere fdum' -
the separatist mindset which was legitimlsed through the r
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Abstract

In the urban areas, the lifestyle of the people are changing very
rapidly. In this changed context, the primary Islamic education has been
facing great challenges. The parents are not able to follow the traditional
}yslem of sending children to the mosgue early in the morning Sfor getting
primary Islamic education. At the same time, no concrete substitutes
Jeveloped t0 replace the primary education in the mosque. The present
research work is undertaken to find out the challanges and suggest remedial
measures to help Muslim community 1o find out a way so that Muslim
children may get proper primary Islamic education.

Keywords: Primary Islamic education, parents, development, culture,

awarencss.

Introduction:
Religious life has been found to have a positive effect on well- being. Religion
es for the ordering and

pwvidw an all inclusive set of meanings and valu
interpretation of different events of our life. Thereligious communities have
established norms that provide its adhering members with an above aVerage
bealthy life!. Strong and fully internalised religious belicf> and values are very
useful to face traumatic events and stressful situation. A bad events can be
overcome ifit is attributed to the will of God.
Childhood is the right time to acquire such beliefand values. When a childis
young, he is the most impressionable and swallow knowledgejustashow It
:;sll:it Imam Al- Ghazali said, i .
form 's pure heart is an unblemished precious ston® -

A child absorb information like 2 SPORES So the young age i & Ver
“ucial time to taught primary religious education.
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Objectives of the Study:

The study has the following objectives - .

(a) To find out the challenges faced by the Muslim children 1, o
Islamic education in urban areas. ' pri

(b) To suggest remedial measures so that Muslim children may get
primary Islamic education. Prope;
Methodology:

The following methods and tools have been used for the study 1, reach
feasible and meaningful conclusion e
(a) The present study covers Silchar town and its adjoining areag of Cagy,
district of Assam. *
(b) Sources of Data - Both primary and secondary data have been, used §
the present study. The primary information, required for the present smdm
has been obtained through direct personal interview method. For this ne. >
170 households have been selected randomly from Silchar town and ity
adjoining areas approached with structured questionnaire. The secondary data
have been collected from various books, journals and publications,

(c) Framework of Analysis - Primary and secondary data collected fron
various sources have been analysed empirically.

e,

Table- 1
Household profile of the sample household

) Pucicc —

01 | Number of family living permanently in town ‘OU

02| Numberof family living temporarily in town 70 l

03 | Total number of sample household (1+2) 170‘1

04 | Numbers of Chilren below 15 years in serial No. 1 Q

05| Numbers of children below 15 years in serial No 2 112
& Total children (4+5) ‘3;’*’

Source : Primary datq collected through field Survey,
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: Table -2
Islamic ed_Ea.t.i.(_",’ of the sample household

Receiving —
primary Islamic
education
formally in
mosque

imary

chciviné
Primary Islamic
education
informally

safv of Pl
% Not Receiving
primary Islamic

-
_l
cducation

i P

w!
v
|

pamily BV
M mn,anenl Y
e {’i‘,“;’mpommy % (Nil) 923%
v
v |

aﬂjculal's

43.4% 54.6% 2%

7.7%

wrvey.

~TField s
e le sh

e 8bOVE tab
dcation-
parents Consciousness for primary Islamic education in comparison
with other form of education.
Table 3.1

"§,of children out of'total 9% of children out of total population
' population transferred for better | transferred for better primary
| primary Islamic education education of school
0% (NIL) 59.8%

Source - Field survey.

ows the way the children are getting primary Islamic

Table—3.2

E% of sample household shifted
their location for better primary
slamic education

9 of sample household shifted their
location for betier school education

L IR0 352%

Source- Field survey.

? Table3.3

| q:;rints awareness about the | Parents aw areness aboul the
' mﬁma;lon of teacher engaged qualification of teacher engaged for
wc education general education of school

% 99.2%

S‘ﬁ'l‘t - Field survey.

wome above tables 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 are used tosho
ss of primary Islamic education in comparison with oth

Foug,

show the parents
er form of
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general left education. Table 3.1 shows that 59.8% children were i

from one school to another for better general education of schog) wdns’b"lul
children were transferred for better Islamic education. Table 3 5 S:"%nﬂ
35.2% parents shifted their family location for beiter seneral gy, Gy
children whereas no family shifted anywhere for betier Islamie e: “Hon g
Table 3.3 shows that 99.2% parents are well aware aboul the qm]iﬂ(:c?l“’n-
teacher who is engaged for teaching general subjects. But only 2 50, tion of
are aware about the qualification of teacher who is engaged for 1eg ‘f‘?:\:lhr

20

primary Islamic education.

Findings of the Study:
(i) In the present study, it is found that 43.4% children of the familjes living

permanently in town are getting formal pnimary Islamic education in the

But 54.6% children are not getting formal education. Instead they are geriy
Islamic education informally like private tuition or from the parents. 2% Chﬂdru%
are not getting any primary Islamic education.

(i1) No children of the families living temporarily in town are getting forma
primary Islamic education. They are totally depends on private tuition. 92 3y,
children are getting primary Islamic education through their private tutors
7.7% are not getting any Islamic education.

(iii) Parents are not crazy for better primary Islamic education of their children,
But the same parents are crazy for better general primary education of school,
59.8% parents transferred the school of their children in different occasions
for better and quality education. Butnota single parent has taken such astep
in case of primary Islamic education.

(iv) 35.2% parents shifted their family location in different time so that their
children may get better primary education of school. But they even never
thought such step is necessary for primary Islamic education whereas the
scope of better Islamic education is limited compared to school education.
(v) 2.5% parents are aware about the qualification of the tutor who is teaching
Islamic education. Remaining 97.5% are not aware and they just need a person
who dressed like moulavi (saint). But this does not mean that the same paren's
always neglected the qualification of the tutor. In case of tutor who taught
general subjects like Mathematics, Science, English, English Grammar, 08.2%
parents are well aware. They are always eager to assign their children with
more qualified teacher. Fees would never be a matter in such cases.

(vi) A general trend has been observed that the students once reaching©
class IX or X, they try to avoid primary Islamic education dueto thein
pressure of their school education. Such students and their parents never
thought about the course of primary Islamic education. Once the students
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ourse in thewr hfeume. Thus. they lacked basic Islamic knowledge

S oor Salat and other Islamic activities

. Ipuri“g the study 1118 (whscr\-'uﬂ that primary Islamic education facing

i) pallenges in urban areas in comparison with semi-urban and village

J‘Ji tfhc growing trend to follow the urban lifestyle among the semi-urban

“j‘:; {llagf people indicate .that the chgllcngcs which pnmary Islamic education
urban areas is going (o face in semi-urban and villages.

oame©

facing i
cmedial Measures: ‘

- parenting - The famous maxim ‘charity begins at home’ indicate that
Jikinds of education begin at home. Parents need to realise their role. Any
reacher of institution gets studenl; arc_>und 4 hours out of 24 hours. Modern
child psychology tells us that a child is bom without a conscious mind and
eam from the acts of the parents. Parents should be aware about the child
psychology so that they can act properly. The parents should not give too
many instructions to the children allow them to leam from their manner rather
than lecture®. The school of parenting, seminar, workshop, debate and
siscussion on the role of parents should be arranged. Even the subject parenting
i should become the part of course and curmiculum of school, college and
" madrasa for which appropriate authority should be approached.
Supplementary Institutions: The trend of imparting primary Islamic
education through mosque should be modified. To meet the challenges of
new lifestyle supplementary institutions should be established in village and
urban areas. Supplementary institutions may be of three types -

(a) Centre for primary Islami education like kindergarten school.

(b) Coaching centre

{c) To approach already existed private schools to start primary Islamic
education for Muslim children.

Individuals should be encouraged to come forward and establish such
institutions. To attract students private institutions will offer flexible imetable
like more class hours in the weekend, vacation etc. Such institutions will also
help to aware the importance of primary Islamic education

Registration of Supplementary Institutions Under the Board- all
supplementary institutions including the mosque should be registered under
the Board run by different organisations. In case of registration, the institutions
should be given certain criteria. All the registered institutions should be checked
hrough periodical inspection. Parents should be encouraged to admit their

children in the registered schools so that they may get proper primary Islanue
ucation,
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Effective Review of Curriculum- There isaneed io cntical]
effectiveness of curriculum from psychological perspective and my)
curriculum. The provision of appropriate textbooks is usefu] fo, th ize
from a pedagogical point of view and relevant to the Sfudem;l